THE   LIFE   OF   JAMES   RAMSAY   MACDONALD

This was why patriotism was not enough. As
MacDonald explained in " An Open Letter to a Recruiting
Socialist," once you admit that the old, secret diplomacy
must be ended, it follows, if you concentrate solely on
winning the war, if (as MacDonald put it) you give
"purely military service," that

you are adding volume and confidence to a public opinion
which will not support you when you think the time has
come to change that diplomacy. ... If the new diplomacy
is not settled and organised now, the conditions of peace
will be arranged by the existing diplomacy, and you will
find yourself in the toils of international hate and fear, of
adjustments of territory, of ententes and alliances, of plots
and menaces, which will hamper your action in the same
way as the war itself does. Your happier to-morrow will
never dawn. . . . My position, as opposed to yours, up
to this point is, that I wish to organise Labour opinion so
that it may have a national policy ready for this peace and
so that it sees quite clearly that the value of war is at best
limited, and that a purely military service like yours, given
during a war, sacrifices the future safety of the country to
its present needs.1

He was even prepared to plead for suspended judgment
on the German atrocities. Writing in January, 1915, in
an International Review, Les Documents du Progres,
before the publication of the Bryce Report on the German
atrocities in Belgium, he argued that the accepted proofs
were not real proofs. Those who had suffered fearful
experiences were incapable of precise and accurate
observation. " Such excesses have always been associated
with war, and have been charged against all invading
armies. But it is detestable and diabolical to make use of
such stories in order to excite hatred among the peoples,
and in order to cause the continuance of war."
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